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ment cabled back :   * Don't send him to prison, but a
lunatic asylum.5
The find in Papen's tent not only comprised all those
records, documents and letters relating to Irish revolution-
aries, Indian rebels and South American insurgents, as has
been described above, but tragically enough there were also
the missing documents relating to his stay in America.
Among these were all the notes which Rintelen's assistants
had handed over, as proofs, to the German military attache
in Washington at that time. It had been arranged that in
case of danger arising these men were immediately to escape
over the frontier into Mexico. They had handed the files
regarding their activities to Papen in complete confidence ;
he informed them that they would be lodged in a safer
place in Germany. All these people believed therefore
that any further possibility of danger to themselves had
been removed. Consequently they did not leave American
territory, even when the United States entered the war in
the spring of 1917. After the disposal of these documents
they believed they had no need to fear anything. They
could certainly not have assumed that thanks to Herr von
Papen these papers, making a detour by way of Turkey,
would eventually fall into English hands, where they could
be used as a dangerous weapon against themselves.
This new piece of carelessness on the part of von Papen
found its immediate victims in the German Captains
Wolpert and von Kleist, Btinz, the consul-general, Stephan
Binder, the writer, and Feldmann, the bookseller. These
were all brought up for trial, sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment and died in the Atlanta prison in the next
few years, A number of other assistants in sabotage in
America had to pay the penalty of imprisonment, but they
lived to see their release.
The ringleaders of the Irish and Indian revolutionary
movements were executed, the others were punished by
imprisonment or deportation.
In all, the boredom of Herr von Papen, and the incon-
siderateness with which he had abandoned these incrimin-